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Outline 

• The triple relationship of cities and climate 
change: 

o As contributors to CC 

o As victims of climate change and  

o As providers of solutions to climate change 

• Discussion points and summary  
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Population and urbanisation trends 

 

• The 7 billionth citizen came on earth in 2011 and 
by 2050 there will be 2 billion more people. 

• Globally we are in the urban age. 

• Since 2007, over half of world population live in 
urban areas. 

• Africa will enter urban age around 2030 when 
half of Africans will live in urban areas. 

• Malawi’s urban age will come after 2050 
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What matters 

 

Not 

absolute numbers in a city. 

 

But 

1. the choices that are made 
by urban residents - CC driven 
more by production and 
consumption patterns of 
affluent communities than by 
population growth/size and 

 

2. the way cities are managed 
that affect the contribution of 
these areas to climate change  
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City variations in contributing to CC 

• Geographic situation of an urban area 
including climatic situation and location vis 
a vis natural resources 

• Population growth 

• Density 

• Urban form 

• Type of economic activities 
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CC impacts on cities 

Coastal cities 

• storm surges 

• sea level rises 

• flooding 

• Inundation 

• loss of assets of 
strategic national 
economic value and 
coastal aquifers. 

 

Inland cities 

• higher ambient 
temperatures 

• stronger heat island 
effects (with potential 
damage to 
infrastructure) 

• shrinking water tables 
and associated urban 
water shortages. 
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CC and the urban poor 

• The urban poor are at the highest risk. 

• Locations vulnerable to floods and 
landslides. 

• Infrastructure is weak or lacking. 

• Housing is substandard. 

• Recovery from disasters is difficult for the 
poor – no resources or adequate safety 
nets. 

• No legal protection including legal tenure 
for housing sites. 
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Slum % in selected countries 
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The urban local authority ‘dividend’ 

Multiple role of local authorities: 

• As regulators 

• As taxation and licensing authorities 

• As strategic landuse planners and 
developers 

• As consumers of goods and services 

• As providers of goods and services 
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Urban planning and management 

Planning in African cities 

• Promotion of highly dispersed cities with 
long commuting distances. 

• Low income housing located on city 
peripheries and beyond. 

• Poor public transport – bias towards 
private cars 

• Congestion and poorly maintained vehicles 
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Planning Lilongwe 
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What local authorities can do 

Spatial planning is a key mandate of local 
authorities 

• Neighbourhood and building designs that 
promote shorter commutes and energy 
efficiency. 

• Increase urban development density 

• Mixed land uses 

• Integrating ‘green’ policies in municipal 
bylaws. 

• Effective approaches to designing and 
implementing ‘cities without slums’ 
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What urban planning can do 

Valuable tool for mainstreaming DRR into 
urban development processes. 

• Ensuring that construction meets 
minimum standards of disaster resilience. 

• Protecting critical infrastructure and 
services. 

• Post disaster reconstruction of human 
settlements. 
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The challenges 

• Despite decentralisation local authorities 
remain weak. 

• Lacking in capacity for knowledge and 
data on CC. 

• Lacking skills and finance to design and 
implement strategies that address CC 
issues. 
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UN-Habitat support to cities and CC 

• Cities and Climate Change Initiative 

• SUD-Net 

• Advocacy and monitoring 

• Regional Centre for DRR and CCA 
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To think about 

• CC agenda in Africa heavily focused on rural 

areas/agriculture. 

• Population and economic infrastructure densities 

in cities and their role as engines of national 

growth demand that cities must be at the top of 

the CC agenda. 

• Urban poor often left out of safety nets and the 

CC agenda in the mistaken belief that urban 

areas are ‘better off’. 
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Summary 

• CC driven by production and consumption patterns. 

• Urban poor most at risk from CC impacts. 

• The local authority ‘dividend’ makes LAs exceptionally well 
positioned to lead and influence CC interventions. They can 
stimulate behaviour change among citizens and businesses. 

• Local authorities can lead and influence the reduction of 
urban dependence on oil and carbon footprints. 

• Urban planning is fundamental to CC mitigation and 
adaptation. 

• Urban planning offers opportunities to improve 
sustainability of settlements and effectively prepare 
communities against risk. 

• Cities need support to build their capacities if they are to 
play their role in CC mitigation and adaptation. 
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