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Presentation Outline 

 Population dynamics in the sustainable development framework 

 

 Population dynamics in Africa 

 

 Why climate change matters 

 

 What needs to be done - to put women in the center 

 





Population dynamics within sustainable 
development framework 

• Population issues are important for 
both the challenges and solutions 
associated with sustainable 
development, including climate 
change 

• Population dynamics are central to 
the sustainable development 
framework 

• Importance of  population dynamics 
for sustainable development 
articulated in Agenda 21 of the Rio 
Conference (Rio, 1992) and 
emphasized in the  ICPD (Cairo, 
1994) and reaffirmed at Rio +20 
(Rio, 2012) 



• Rapid growth:  from 1 billion 
in 2010 to 2.1 billion by 2050 

 

• World dominance: 2.4 bill pop 
increase by 2050, ½ from SSA  

 

• Doubling: 31 SSA countries 
will at least double by 2050 

 

• High fertility: approx  5 
children per woman  

 

• Many youth: 43% of total 
population under 15 yrs 

 

• High unmet need for FP- 

Population projections in SSA- Opportunities 
not destiny 

 



Urbanization in SSA 

• Most of expected population growth 
in urban areas 

 

• Total urban population: increase from 
319 million in 2010 to about 1.2 
billion in 2050 (45 % and 60 % of total 
population in 2050) 

 

• Rapid population growth in urban 
areas and poverty: many urban 
residents live in informal settlements 

 

• Climate risks: most SSA big cities on 
coast, elevated likelihood of flooding 
and storm surges 



Pop growth, climate and agricultural production 
 

• SSA pops projected to grow as 
agricultural production declines 

 

• SSA agric food production per 
capita stagnant during 1960-2005  

 

• Pressure on agric crop land growing 
mostly due to population growth 

 

• Most African countries projected to 
decrease agricultural production 

 

• Dual challenges of population 
growth and climate change will 
compound food insecurity concerns 

 



Population growth and water stress and scarcity 
 

• Pop growth increases demand and 
competition for water resources and 
compounds water scarcity 

• SSA is projected to be severely 
impacted by water scarcity due to 
climate change effects   

• 15 countries in SSA (about 400 million 
people) suffer from water 
scarcity/stress 

• Water-stressed and scarce countries 
all have high population growth rates 

 

• Combined with anticipated changes in 
climate, water shortages in these 
areas are likely to become even more 
acute, particularly in areas where 
economic and political factors impede 
access to freshwater 



Population growth and climate change resilience 

• Most of the countries in Africa 
are rated as least resilient to 
climate change 

 

• The countries that are least 
resilient to climate change are 
also experiencing rapid 
population growth 

 

• The effects of climate change 
continues to pose a major 
threat 



Population and climate change hotspots 

• 15 hotspots countries in SSA: high 
rates of population growth, high 
projected declines in agricultural 
production and low resilience to 
climate change 

 

• 4 of these countries (Burkina Faso, 
Djibouti, Malawi and Somalia) also 
experiencing water stress/scarcity 

 

• Many hotspots already face 
widespread poverty, low education 
levels, limited health services, and 
high gender inequality 

 

• Most hotspot countries have high 
levels of unmet need for family 
planning (fertility is very high partly 
because of inability of women and 
their partners to access and use 
contraception) 



“A woman’s life is hard – climate change is making it harder.” 

-Aregash Ayele, 32 years old, mother of six in Gedeo  Zone, Ethiopia 

 



..Adaptation is not just one of the 
options for Africa, it is an obligation, 
given the formidable challenge that 
the phenomenon poses to Africa, it 
is a matter of survival for millions of 
rural Africans. .. 
 

Mr Abdoulie Janneh, the Executive Secretary, UN Economic 
Commission for Africa (UNECA), speaking in Addis Ababa at 
the first African Conference on Climate Change and 
Development, October 2011 

 



• Established in 2001  

• Major mechanism for 
adaptation funding for 49 
LDCs and small island states  

• To respond to urgent and 
immediate adaptation needs 

• Participatory across sectors 

 

2001:  Recognition of Need for Adaptation:  National 

Adaptation Programs of Action (NAPAs)` 



NAPAs Recognize Role of Population Growth, 

Rapid population growth: 

 

 “results in the imbalance of the already limited resources 

and the threat of climate instability” (Comoros) 

 

 “is a cause of decline in resources base” (Ethiopia)  

 

 “led to ecological imbalances expressed by the deterioration 

of livelihoods” (Niger) 



Population and adaptation strategies 
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Moving into Action.. 

  

Incorporate and prioritize population, 

reproductive health and family planning 

into global, regional and national 

frameworks, policies and programs.. 

of key Africa regional and global 

institutions and frameworks that promote 

sustainable development such as the 

AU, post 2015 MDG and post Rio+20 

agendas 

Identify and Act on Opportunities to: 



  

• Population growth will continue to influence development 

challenges in Africa.  

• Climate change is likely to compound the challenges, as it 

could potentially affect the availability of natural resources 

such as agricultural land and water.  

• National policies recognize the links between population, 

FP/RH and climate change. 

• Integrate population and FP/RH into policies and programs 

to address climate change and sustainable development. 

• Prioritize  population and FP/RH into national climate 

change and development strategies, with adequate 

resources for effective implementation of programs.  

 

 

Summary of Key Points: 


