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BACKGROUND 
 

This study is prepared towards the 2012 Pan African Session for LEAD Africa, in Malawi, November, 

2012. 

Alabi SONEYE (Ph.D.) Associate Professor of the University of Lagos Nigeria and LEAD Fellow (C13) was 

appointed by the Foundation for Environmental Development and Education in Nigeria - FEDEN, host of 

the LEAD-AWA  Programme  to review and report the Nigeria Profile on ‘Population and Climate Change 

: Towards Climate Compatible Development for Africa’. 

The report is the outcome of a research and desk review of literature materials gathered from journals, 

government publications, research institutes, industry sources, professional associations and academic 

publications.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The goal of the LEAD-AWA review of the Nigeria Profile on ‘Population and Climate Change: Towards 

Climate Compatible Development for Africa: Nigeria Case Study’ is to facilitate the production of a status 

report on the relationship between Population and Climate Change in the country. The emphasis is on  

the profile of the interdependence between Population and Environment/Climate Change in the 

country, the national policies and strategies for governing the nexus, the current status of climate 

change communications, education and advocacy as well as the level of financing and Investments in the 

country. 

Chapter 1 is focuses on the conceptual perspectives of population characteristics versus climate change 

in the country. A review of the existing evidence confirms that population density and other 

demographic characteristics are main drivers of climate change and that both the urban and rural poor 

alike bear the brunt of the adverse changes in climate and associated environmental consequences. 

Chapter 2 discusses the nexus between Population and Climate Change/Environment. It highlights the 

causes, evidences and impacts on environment. Pictorial data and maps are provided to support the 

findings. 

In Chapter 3 is the review of existing Climate Change Policies and Strategies in use in the country. It 

establishes that efforts at protecting the environment is as old as human existence in the country as 

supported by some ancient works of arts and culture as well as traditional norms and beliefs. It reviews 

the more recent laws and edicts at various levels of governance. 

Chapter 4 focuses on aspects of climate change education, communication and advocacy in the country. 

It notes that they start with ideas proposed by the global communities which are now being 

implemented locally through follow-up efforts on research studies, stakeholder meetings and consensus 

buildings for climate change information and awareness, as well as policy performance reviews. Though 

sponsored by government and development partners, they are championed by academicians, 

international development partners, NGOs and the mass media. 

In Chapter 5 is the assessment of the international and national Climate Change funding and investment 

opportunities in the country. It concludes that while some international communities are not committed 

to agreements and promises made to assist developing, poor and rural populace, the facilities available 

locally are poorly managed thereby leading to wastages, mismanagement and diversion. The need for 

financial institutions such as banks and insurance companies are further evaluated. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

1. Goal 

This case study produces a status report of Population Dynamics and Climate Change in Nigeria. It 

establishes the linkages between population and climate change, adaptation and mitigation in the 

country.  

2. Objectives: 

Under the auspices of FEDEN/LEAD-AWA the researcher reviewed the country population and climate 

change status to:  

 Understand the inter-connection/interdependence between Population and 

Environment/Climate in Nigeria; 

 Understand the policies and governance around population and climate change - by reviewing 

existing policies and programmes, including the National Adaptation Programmes of Action, 

with a view to understanding the cross-cutting nature of population growth and environment in 

the country; 

 Establish the current status of climate change communications, education and advocacy within 

each country and the role of the different stakeholders; 

 Understand the various strategies that are in place to promote Climate Compactible 

Development; 

 Illustrate examples of projects and programmes that support climate compatible development; 

and  

 Establish the level of Financing and Investments for Climate Change within the country 

3. Method: An extensive desk review of literature consisting of data and materials gathered from 

journals, government publications, research institutes, industry sources, professional associations and 

universities etc.  

4. Scope and Key Tasks 

This review covers the Legal and Policy Framework for Population and Climate Change in Nigeria. It 

focuses on population, climate change and climate compatible development, including: 

 Climate Change Policy, Governance, Communication and Advocacy;  

 Financing and Investment for Climate Change/Financing mechanisms ; 

 Climate Compatible Development strategies and programmes; and, 

 Overall implication of population growth and the impact on climate change adaptation and 

mitigation 
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CHAPTER ONE 
 

NIGERIA: AN OVERVIEW  
 

1.1 Administration 
The Federal Republic of Nigeria is a tropical nation of West Africa with a population of 140,003,542 

people and a land area of about 910,768km2. As presented in Table 1, it accounts for about one in every 

five Africans, 60% of West Africa population and 14% of the regional landmass. It has 36 administrative 

states, a Federal Capital Territory (FCT) (Fig. 1a). It has 774 Local Government Authorities (LGAs). It 

stretches for about 1,200 km in the N-S and E-W directions and has a coastline of about 853 km long.   

Table 1: The Socio-economic statistics of Nigeria 

Total area 923,768km2 (Water area is 3,000km2) 

Climate  

Relief ( About 300 m at low-lying coastal areas to 1,500m around the central Jos Plateau.  

Geology ( 

Granites and metamorphosed rocks of Precambrian age, sandstone, shale and 

marine transgressions of Cretaceous and Eocene era with recent mudflats and 

floodplains of Tertiary times;  

Drainage 
Dominated by R. Niger and R. Benue. Their tributaries originate from the high 

relief areas. They flow into L. Chad of the Atlantic Ocean 

Vegetation  Zones 

(Fig. 1c) 

Swamps (and other coastal vegetation), tropical rainforests, Guinea savanna, 

Sudan savanna, and the Sahel savanna (or thorn scrub) 

Population 
140m). Growth Rate is 3.2%; 45% live below poverty line; 63.7% is Rural and 

36.28% is Urban  

Sector composition 

to GDP (2006) 
Agriculture (17.3%), Manufacturing industry (53.2%), Services (29.5%) 

GDP growth rate 3.5% (2006) 

Oil and gas sector 
2.5m barrels produced daily, contributes 90% to GDP, 95% of foreign exchange 

and about 65% of budgetary revenue 

Labour Force Agriculture (86.5%), industry and services 
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Nigeria’s GDP 2.7%, compared to 7-8% in the 1970s 

GNP Agriculture (60% in 1960),  

  

1.2 The Climate 
The location, size and relief of Nigeria determine its main weather and climatic factors.  Temperature is 

high almost all the year round while rainfall varies significantly. The latter is a most important climatic 

element in the country. It accounts for a considerable variation in the distribution of climatic types, 

seasonality, vegetation distribution and diversities in associated ecosystem. 

Temperature is high throughout the year. The mean annual is above 24oC except around the crests of 

Mambilla and Jos Plateau. The annual range is less than 8oC. 

Annual rainfall total in the most humid south is about 3,000 mm). It is distributed over about 10 months. 

The extreme semi-arid north has about 600 mm distributed over about 3 months  

 Changes in climate in Nigeria are evident by inter-annual variability of rainfall and temperature trends 

across the entire geographical spread but more significantly within the middle belt and the far north. 

Existing statistics show that average temperature of the country is increasing by about 0.3oC to 0.6oC 

while rainfall is decreasing  The savannah region of the north has a lot more rainfall reduction while the 

forested south shows slight increment (Ojo, 2002). 

1.3 The Population 
There are about 260 ethnic groups in Nigeria, with different languages and. The population 

characteristics, such as size, spatial distribution and density, urbanization, migration and other 

structures in Nigeria are determined by the spatial patterns of natural resources distribution and 

development. Densities are higher around the western Lagos metropolitan and cocoa belt, the northern 

Kano - Sokoto region of groundnut / cotton belt and the core eastern states (Fig. 3b).  The least density 

middle belt of the country is dominated by smallest ethnic groups. 
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The large population is characterized by high birth and death rates, high but gradually declining infant 

mortality and increasing life expectancy (Table 2). Poverty is 43.1% in urban areas and 63.8% in rural. 

The core poor live on less than a dollar a day (Table 3). Population plays a decisive role in many 

government policies and actions such as revenue allocation and distribution of infrastructure. 

Table 2: Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Nigeria 

Under-Five Mortality Rate 168 

Under-Five Mortality Rate (Urban) 129 

Under-Five Mortality Rate (Rural) 192 

Infant Mortality Rate 90 

Stunting Prevalence 30.0% 

Access to Safe Water 54.2% 

Literacy Rate 52.7% 

Total Fertility Rate 5.2% 

 

 

Figure 1. Nigeria: Population growth 1963 - 2006
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(a) Growth 1963 -2006 

 
(b) Density (Generated from NPC’s, 2006)) 

Fig. 3: Population density and Growth in Nigeria 
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Table 3: Relative Poverty by Sector (Urban and Rural) 

 Urban Rural 

Year Core Poor Moderately Poor Non-Poor Core Poor Moderately Poor Non-Poor 

1980 3.0 14.2 82.8 6.5 21.8 71.7 

1985 7.5 30.3 62.2 14.8 36.6 48.6 

1992 10.7 26.8 62.5 15.8 30.2 54.0 

1996 25.2 33.0 41.8 31.6 38.2 30.7 

2004 15.7 27.5 56.8 27.1 36.2 36.7 

 

Population of the country makes it a high potential contributor to global warming, increasing 

concentrations of GHGs and climate change consequently. Virtually half of the population are women. In 

view of the biomass resources, firewood is the main source of fuel to almost all the rural populace and a 

large proportion of the urban dwellers.  In particular, swamp, forest and woodland trees are fell 

commonly, tied in bundles and lined up by roadsides awaiting transportation to urban centers. Wood is 

also burnt into charcoal for sale in large urban centers and for exportation thereby serving as a major 

alternative source of income to the rural populace. About 70% of Nigeria households used firewood as 

the main source of energy for cooking (Soneye and Daramola, 2012). The remaining depends on oil and 

gas products. This is reducing the vegetation cover drastically (FORMECU et al, 1998) 

Further, about 2.5million barrels of the national reserve of 33 billion bbl of crude oil and 4,502.4 billion 

cubic meters of natural gas is produced daily in Nigeria. Some 99% of the associated gas to the crude is 

flared into the atmosphere. A considerable proportion of the liquefied products such as kerosene, motor 

spirits (petrol), diesel oil, fuel oil and gas are consumed locally for cooking and powering generators by 

households, to power various road transport vehicles and to power individual generators by the 

manufacturing industry.  
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CHAPTER TWO 
 

POPULATION AND CLIMATE CHANGE IN NIGERIA 
 

2.1 The nexus in Nigeria 
Climate change is the change in the average weather conditions in the atmosphere over a considerable 

length of time. It is attributed to natural events and anthropogenic activities on the lithosphere and 

hydrosphere that alter the atmospheric composition and variability in comparatively recent time periods 

(Henderson-Sellers, 1991). Population is a critical factor as it produces direct human and socio-cultural 

actions and occupational activities. On the other hand, climate change generates human discomfort, 

adverse socio-economic impacts and socio-political crisis with untold calamities and suffering both in the 

urban and rural areas (Soneye, 2004). 

The unevenness of Nigeria’s population distribution leads to variation in pressures on available natural 

resources and potentials for climate change. Increasing population of the country is also making it more 

vulnerable to natural and human-influenced changes in climate and environment.  

2.2 Causes of Climate Change  
In densely populated rural regions, there is greater competition for natural resources including 

agricultural and grazing lands, water and mineral resources, land tenure/fragmentation and shorter 

lengths of fallow period. In turn, these enhance deforestation for fuel wood collection and construction, 

accelerate soil erosion and expose fragile arable land to desertification.  

In the urban centers, management of generated wastes (most of which are of non-biodegradable) road 

traffic effects and industrial activities are the main contributors to climate change.  They result in 

hazards especially floods and increased concentration of GHGs. 

Other main causes of Climate Change through population concentration are: 

(i) Agricultural practices: The agro-ecological conditions of Nigeria support subsistence agriculture 

practices for the production of food and cash crops in order to provide food for the teeming population, 

employment for rural dwellers, supply of essential agro-industrial raw materials and serve as source of 

foreign exchange earnings. Food production has been declining relative to population growth (Ojo, 

1991). This is due to poor land preparation and management, continuous cropping on same meager 

plots mostly inherited by land tenure system, decreasing fertility from erosion and leaching. The sector 

is often neglected by the government due to inadequate mitigation policies and implementation. It is 

causing forced rural-urban migration.  
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(ii) Oil and Gas Production: As a main contributor to the GDP, the sector is a major contributor to GHGs 

emissions, global warming and climate change through clearing of natural ecosystem areas for 

production facilities, flaring of associated gases and high reliance on pollution-enhanced road 

transportation that use leaded fuels. 

(vii) Air quality Degradation: Though least documented in the country, air quality degradation is localized 

mostly and low compared with developed countries. Highest values are around urban centers and areas 

of oil exploration. For example, Lagos has vehicular density of over 222 vehicles/km, the air pollution 

load is about 51,800 metric tonnes and the major emissions are sulphur dioxide (37.6%), Nitrogen 

Oxides (31.5%) and Particulates (26.5%) (Soneye, 2012a, 2012b). Further, It is estimated that there are 

at least 5 million electricity generating sets of 5kvA and above in Nigeria. It is not strange to have a 

single house with 16 flats each having at least one generator each.   

 

2.3 Evidences and Impacts of Climate Change  
Evidences of climate changes abound in different eco-climatic zones of the country. Causes in rural areas 

include desertification from land clearing for farming (Plate 1a) and bush burning practices for farms and 

exotic ‘bush-meat’ (Plate 1b), desert encroachment (Plate 1c) and land fragmentation (Plate 1d). In the 

urban areas are transportation (Plate 1d), gaseous emissions by manufacturing industries (Plate 1e), 

solid waste generation and uncontrolled industrial effluent discharges. The Niger Delta oil producing 

areas are famous for gas flaring (Plate 1f). 

The impacts of climate changes include erosion of exposed unstable surfaces in both rural and urban 

areas (Plate 2a), floods from concentrated rains and releases of uncontrollable waters in dams upstream 

(Plate 2b), reducing access to portable water especially in the drier north, dwindling food production, 

exacerbated sea level changes, saltwater intrusion and loss of biodiversities. Recent human-induced 

disasters from fire outbreaks, religious and communal clashes in the country are traced to natural 

resources challenges being created by climate change (Fasona and Omojola, 2005). Interests are on the 

impacts and vulnerability on the populace and their environments. They focus on Population pressure 

and dislocations, ill-health and infrastructure deterioration. 
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(a) Farming in Kogi (March 2007) 

 
(b) Bush Burning, Ugoroje, Taraba State (March 2009) 

 
(c) Desert Encroachment, Yobe State (April 2006) 

 
(d) Transportation in Lagos 

 
(e) Industrial Emission in Sagamu (2004) 

 
(f) Gas Flaring in Nigeria: Mgbede Field Ahoada (2005) 

Plate 1: Causes of Climate Change in the Nigeria Rural Areas 
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 The review of the causes of climate change in the country suggests significant variation geographically, 

that the driving forces are population characteristics and that the populace also bears the 

consequences. Climate change is changing local demographic characteristics and consumption patterns. 

The challenges call for improved environmental management strategies through policies for mitigation 

and adaptation. 

 

 
(a) Shoreline Erosion, Onitsha (September, 2004) 

 
(b) Erosion at Victoria Island,  

 
(c) Flood sacking Police Station, Lagos (2011)  

(d) Fire Disaster in Lagos (December 2006) 

Plate 2: Examples of the Impacts of Climate Change in Nigeria 
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CHAPTER THREE 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE POLICIES AND STRATEGIES IN NIGERIA 
 

There are limited attempts at formulating direct climate change policies in Nigeria. Rather, efforts are 

disjointed and remain uncoordinated. They are in terms of (i) traditional’ policies’ and institutions which 

have developed culturally as the different tribes of the country quests for serene and sustainable living 

environment and (ii) government legislations on the best practice for the relevant components of the 

environment.  

3.1 Traditions, Norms and Culture  
Earliest traditional strategies on climate /environmental changes were in form of superstition and 

moonlight tales, riddles and jokes of cultural origins and which kids and their kindred cherish both 

consciously and unconsciously. They focus on space/atmosphere, land-based natural resources and 

environmental disasters such as flood, heat, ecology and hostilities amongst communities. 

More recent perception and tradition of the different tribes in the country express and teach 

environmental protection directly or indirectly. They are unwritten norms, arts and culture which are 

passed to generations chronologically. Examples include: 

inhibiting killing of specific animals, tilling of grove lands or harvesting of ecological resources that are 

believed to be sacred or possess kindred spirits thereby preventing environmental degradation e.g. 

forbidding population groups from accessing some groves and shrines, ban on killing of some reptiles 

and monkeys as well as felling of trees shielding rural settlements. 

Designs of the environment on shells, cuttlefish bones, cowries and other marine-based materials 

around coastal/riverine areas; 

Carving and painting on woods and masks of ancestral masquerades around forested southern 

communities; 

Pottery crafts and designs in the middle belt such as Suleja near Abuja Federal Capital Territory; 

Festivals to propagate environmental friendliness e.g. Argungu Fishing Festival which prohibits fishing all 

year round thereby ensuring good harvests and mandating ecological balance around water bodies in 

the semi-arid regions.  
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In recent times are artworks and literary writings that reflect environmental inspirations by depicting 

what existed before now, and also conjuring mental images of what can occur in future. e.g. Chinua 

Achebe’s literary books ‘Things Fall Apart’ and ‘No Longer at Ease’.  

Penalties for offenders of the traditional norms vary from one community to the other including fines in 

cash and kind; suspension and/or outright ejection from communities of the culprit and sometimes their 

families, The rules are hardly disobeyed especially for fear of inviting calamities to the entire 

communities affected.  

3.2 Government Policies 
Nigeria has always been interested in and supportive of global actions against climate change and 

proffering solutions to noticeable impacts. The country is a signatory and accedes to most international 

conventions and protocols such as UNFCCC Convention and Kyoto Protocol (on GHG & Climate Change); 

Vienna Convention and Montreal Protocol (on  Stratospheric Ozone Depletion) and Stockholm 

Convention (on POPs) . Nigeria is a ssignatory to Agenda 21 in Rio, is on a number of Clean Development 

Mechanism (CDM) projects and is elected into the executive board of the mechanism 

Nationally, the government efforts are through legislation of regulatory limits on some environmental 

parameters for manufacturing industries and oil prospecting activities to adopt (Table 4).  

Table 4: Relevant National environmental regulations in Nigeria 

SN Regulation Date 

1 Mineral Oils Ordinance 31 Dec. 1914 

2  Mineral Oils (safety) Regulations 1 Jun 1958 

3  Factory Act No 37 16 Aug 1958 

4  Mineral Oils (safety) Regulations 11 Apr. 1963 

5  Explosives Act  1 Jan. 1967 

6  Explosives Regulations 1 Jan. 1967 

7  Petroleum Control Regulations 13 Jul 1967 

8  Petroleum Production and Distribution (Anti-Sabotage) Act No 35 7 Nov. 1975 

9  Land use Act No 6 29 Mar 1978 

10  Associated Gas Re-injection (Continued Flaring of Gas) Regulations. 1 Jan 1985 
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11  Endangered species (Control of International Trade & Traffic), Act 25 1 Apr 1985 

12  Arbitration and Conciliation Act No 11 3 Mar 1988 

13  Federal Environmental Protection Agency Act No 58 30 Dec. 1988 

14  Harm Wastes (Special Criminal Provisions etc) Act No 42 25 Nov 1988 

15  National Resources Conservation Council Act No 50 29 Dec 1989 

16  Federal Environmental Protection Agency (Amendment) Act No 59 2 Aug 1992 

17  National Environnemental Protection (Effluent Limitation) Regulations 15 Aug 1991 

18 
 National Environmental Protection (Pollution Abatement in Industries and Facilities 

Producing Waste) Regulations 
15 Aug 1991 

19 
 National Environmental Protection (Management of Solid Hazardous Waste) 

Regulations 
15 Aug 1991 

20 
 National Environmental Protection (Management Procedure on Environmental 

Impact Assessment) Regulations and Act No 86 
10 Dec 1992 

22 
DPR Procedure Guide for the Construction and maintenance of Fixed Offshore 

Platforms & 
1992, 2002 

23 The Mineral Oils (Safety) Regulations (Revised) 1995 

24 FEPA Procedural and Sectoral Guidelines for oil and gas industries of 1995 

25 National Inland Waterways Authority Decree 1997 

 

They aim at preventing Climate Change through more judicious extraction of natural resources and 

management of fragile water resources and associated ecological/ecosystems , phasing out hazardous 

gaseous, liquid and solid wastes arising from occupational activities primarily.  

More recent endeavors are leading to newer laws on standards for mineral prospecting, industrial 

emission and uncontrolled ecosystem destabilization such as logging, bush burning, gas flaring and 

dumping of wastes. As part of the Global Agenda 21, the National Agenda of Nigeria is attempting to 

initiate Air quality Monitoring and management programmes for respective objectives.  
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The recent activities are designed for enforcement at national, state and local government levels jointly 

and otherwise. The National Committee on Climate Change (NCCC) for example includes representatives 

of the private sector, academia and NGOs, Federal Ministries of Finance, Foreign Affairs and Petroleum 

Resources, Nigerian Meteorological Agency, Energy Commission of Nigeria and National Planning 

Commission.  

3.3 Limitations to Government Policies 
A main challenge to the formulation and implementation of the policies is the dearth of data on which 

decisions making should be based. Climate changes and pollution records are least inventoried despite 

the fact that the magnitude of impacts are higher on developing, rural and low income economies. 

Existing capacity to implement many of the policies in the country are grossly insufficient.  

There is large-scale duplication of contents and jurisdictional responsibilities which lead to suspicion and 

gridlocks amongst implementation agencies and programmes. 

Some response measures are only undertaken after a disaster has occurred and forgotten soon after 

which implies that they are mere lip services and hardly taken seriously by stakeholders to be 

institutionalized. 

A long-term perspective should address: 

purposeful inventory and monitoring of component aspects such as emission sources and sizes even 

though they are being identified to be less than developed economies (Soneye, 2012b);  

harmonization of existing policies, laws and implementation agencies,  

development of effective emission-friendly occupational and services systems;  

design and installation of catalytic converters especially for road transportation, electric generators and 

alternative environment-friendly sources of energy such as solar energy; and, 

Strengthening of local Environmental Agencies on enforcement and monitoring. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE EDUCATION, COMMUNICATION AND ADVOCACY  
 

Nigeria’s First National Communication Seminar on Climate Change was in 2003. It informed that the 

next millennium in the country will be deepened by global changes in climate due to increasing 

concentration of atmospheric pollutants such as carbon monoxide (CO), carbon dioxide (CO2), methane 

(CH4) and nitrous oxide (NOx). The need for protecting the rising population versus fossil fuels 

consumption, deforestation and local complexities in land uses for various means of livelihood are 

highlighted (FGN,  2003). 

Thereafter, there have been some follow-up efforts on research studies (Olowoporoku, 2007; Efe, 2008; 

Abam and Unachukwu, 2009; Akanni, 2010 and Soneye, 2012a); stakeholder meetings and consensus 

buildings for climate change information and awareness (FEPA, 1998; FEPA, 2008, 2009; Sayne, 2011) 

and policy performance news reviews (DFID/ERM, 2009; Onyekakeyah, 2012; Eco-Nigeria, 2012; ICEEC, 

2012a, 2012b, 2012c). Though sponsored by government and development partners, they are 

championed by academicians, the print and broadcast mass media and NGOs.  

Notable government advocacy and communication are on environmental changes, vulnerability and 

preparedness rather than climate change. They include State Environmental Action Plans (EPAs) for 

every existing states of the federation in 1996-1997 courtesy of the World Bank and FEPA, pilot 

evaluation of some industrial cities by the Ministry of Environment with the view to propose blue prints 

by the Federal ministry of Environment in 2008 and a national training on Air Quality Assessment Project 

organized by the Ministry in collaboration with the World Health Organization in 2002. The latter led to 

some institutional agreements with the Federal Ministry of Health and the Nigerian Meteorological 

Agency on various elements of meteorology, climatology, hydro climatology and agro climatology. 

A summary of the existing efforts shows that interests are being rekindled, arising from the Second 

World Climate Conference by WCC in 1990, that global warming is on the increase and that this would 

command natural disasters such as flooding, sea level rise and resources conflicts.  

Some other stakeholders are collaborating in conducting relevant studies on different aspects of climate 

change. They include international organizations such as UNEP, UNIDO and World Bank versus NGOS 

and individual researchers on policy researches, reforms and communication projects that seek to (a) 

strengthen responses to climate change in the country, (b) promote policy and institutional frameworks 

(c) improve access to quality climate change information and (d) strengthen Nigeria’s international 

engagement on climate change.  
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The efforts are likely to materialize into projects for building climate action networks to promote change 

and good governance of climate change, canvassing for the development and passage of Bills 

establishing National and Local Climate Change Commissions. Already, a Climate Change Desk is created 

at the Federal Ministry of Science and Technology while a Parliamentary Environmental Committee is 

established by the Nigeria House of Representatives for climate change matters. ICEED (2012) 

A recent policy research funded by UK Government Foreign and Commonwealth Office and Christian Aid 

aimed at persuading the Federal Government of Nigeria in developing road maps for low carbon 

economy is expected to be useful for Nigeria’s positions on key relevant negotiation agenda, recruiting 

negotiation teams and participation of non-government experts in formulation of clean energy bills for 

the legislature (ICEED, 2012b). Another National Policy on Climate Change Response is being developed 

to provide necessary framework for ameliorating challenges being occasioned by global climate changes 

and the effects being manifested in the country (ICEED, 2012c). 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE FINANCING AND INVESTMENTS 
 

Sources of funding for climate/environmental changes are both international and local. The former 

includes development partners and NGOs while the latter is mainly from a National Ecological Trust 

Fund, a statutory component of the national budget. Rather than for climate change specifically 

however, the ecological fund is designed for combating Drought and Desertification (60%), soil erosion, 

flood/gully control (25%), pollution control (5%) and administration of Ecological Fund Office/National 

Committee on Ecological Problems and other emergencies (10%). Table 5 shows the figures budgeted 

for the major oil-producing states of the country for a month each in 2006, 2007 and 2008. The funds 

are disbursed at the discretion of the President of the Federal Republic. 

 

Table 5: Revenue Allocation to (Niger Delta) States & Local 
Governments by Federation Account Committee 

(a) October 2008 

 
(b) June 2007 

 
(c) August 2008 

 
Source: Ehwarieme and Cocodia  (2011) 
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Climate change financing in Nigeria is poor and for crisis management and treatment rather than 

prevention. Funds are meager and uncoordinated. Stakeholders note that commitments are usually 

mustered hurriedly for responses and emergency of sudden disasters and emergencies with limited 

transparencies while being disbursed through provision of relief materials to survivors, and who are left  

to  their own predicament and peril few days after.  

Reasons for inadequate financing include poor conceptualization and representation. Most often, 

authors on climate changes and budget representatives at negotiating tables are far from being able to 

articulate the themes and issues at stake or support their positions with convincing evidences.  

There is levity on the part of the developed nations and donor partners in treating financial 

commitments they make or promise to developing nations. For example, the review by IIED (2012) 

showed that of the promise of US$30 billion promised to the developing countries on climate change 

financing at the Copenhagen summit of 2009, Norway is most fulfilling of its contribution with 52% 

scoreboard only. Least is New Zealand with just 26%.  

Some other nations are neither transparent about the aspects of their commitments. They provide no 

clear summary of information on their incomes and expenditures, the methods adopted to measure and 

allocate funds to recipients nations and accountability for individual projects in respective countries 

(IIED, 2012). Some others break existing promises abruptly (Eco-Nigeria, 2012). They result in numerous 

failed projects in Nigeria (Onyekakeyah, 2012). 

In Nigeria, poor governance is making accountability and probity difficult. As such, some meagre 

resources accessible are either mismanaged or diverted to other programmes without justification. An 

example was reviewed by Olasinde (2012) in which a serving Governor in the country confessed of 

spending a sum of N1.6 billion (about $10m) Ecological Fund meant for his state in 2006 to co-sponsor 

some political campaigns and victory for his party at national elections. He had since been pardoned and 

elected a national senator representing his constituency. Similar findings are presented by 

Africaspotlight (2012) in which Nigerian panels had established that government officials spent about 

N400b ($2.5b) of the Ecological Funds on official cars over the past 10 years, Odighor (2012) in which the 

Presidency abused about N359b of the fund and Josiah (2012) in which about N928bn (about $5.8b) of 

the entitlements to a state is regarded wasted.   

This makes it more difficult for transparent national reporting of climate change funds, their adequacy 

and accessing additional supports.  

Future directions for climate change financing in Nigeria hinges on readiness of Local financial 

institutions such as bank and insurance companies. They can also engage in co-implementation of 

climate projects especially renewable and green projects. Respectively, they are hardly ready to support 

climate change roles voluntarily through lending and leasing rural poor resilience to climate risks 

management (ICEED, 2012). It calls for adoption of appropriate protocols such as evaluating the 
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significance of the problem through the concepts of baseline characterization, assessment of the 

business sustainability, analysis of life circle and stakeholders perception, embarking on outreach 

programmes and reporting engagement (Ajayi, 2012).  

Any serious effort on corporate funding will require the determination of the investment prospects, 

focus more on poor rural dwellers and redress by the government at various levels. It will also call for 

transparency, confidence and financial security. It is the leadership role of the Central Bank of Nigeria to 

mobilize financial institutions for awareness creation and desirable cultural change. Also, there is need 

for support from the private sector, legislators, NGOs and other humanitarian organizations. The various 

arms of the governance must be ready to work as a team, whereas all relevant ministries, parastatals 

and agencies are able to work as a team for the benefit of potential victims in particular and sustainable 

environment in general 
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CONCLUSION 
 

Results of the review study confirm that the population and climate change are interdependent and that 

attempts at environmental governance are as complex as managing population. In this respect, various 

attempts by stakeholders are yet immature and compounded by policy and funding issues. It calls for 

development of environmental awareness, patriotism and civic responsibility by stakeholders jointly. It 

needs be backed with strategy restructuring whereas alternatives to anthropogenic systems on 

ecological resources if induced population disasters arising from clog global cities and leading to 

displacement of indigenous and local communities are to be checked.  
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