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Rwanda’s CCD journey 
At a glance: 

• Dynamic and fast growing economy: 8% GDP growth over last 5 years 

• Significant socio-economic advances: health, education, infrastructure 

BUT:  

• Highest population density in Africa and urbanisation increasing at 4.4% / year 

• Fertility rate still 5 children / women and population growth of 2.8% / year 

• Population predicted to more than double from 11m today to 26m by 2050 

 

• Climate change is compounding the pressure that is already being faced on land, water, 

food and energy resources 

 

• Trigger for climate action, led by President: 

• 2008 inflation: desire to decouple economy from oil 

• 2009 Economics of Climate Change Study: CC cost 1% GDP / year by 2030 

• Focus of climate action: National strategy, mainstreaming, climate finance 

 

 



Climate and Development Knowledge Network  |  www.cdkn.org   2 

• Strategy developed by Government over 9 months 2010 - 

2011 

• Adopted by Cabinet November 2011 

• Outlines  Vision, Guiding Principles, Strategic Objectives, 

Programme of Action and Enabling Pillars 

 

Rwanda’s Green Growth and 
Climate Resilience Strategy 

Big Wins: 
•Geothermal power 
•Soil management 
•High density cities 
•Irrigation  
•Robust road network 
•Knowledge centre 
•Agroforestry 

Quick wins: 
•Institutional Framework 
•Finance 
•Integrated Planning and 
Data Management 
•Capacity Building 
•Knowledge Management 
•Technology 
•Infrastructure 
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• Sustainable financing mechanism for climate 

change and environment initiatives in 

Rwanda 

• Fonerwa will be the primary mechanism 

through which domestic (extra-budget) and 

international climate and environment 

finance will be managed and disbursed  

Rwanda’s Climate Fund: Fonerwa 

Funding Windows: 

• Conservation and sustainable 

natural resources management 

• R&D, technology transfer and 

implementation 

• Environment and climate change 

mainstreaming 

• EIA monitoring and enforcement 
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Rwanda: Emerging in a changing climate 
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•CC predicted to cost Kenya up to 3% GDP / year to 2030 

•9 coordinated elements of an Action Plan to enable National Climate 

Change Response Strategy implementation 

•Collaborative working and co-funding with GoK and other donors  

Kenya’s Climate Change Action Plan 

(1) Long term vision and direction of low carbon and climate-resilient growth pathway  

(2) Regulatory and policy framework

(3) Adaptation planning and actions (4) Mitigation planning and actions

(5) Technology 

transfer, 
research & 

development

(7) Capacity 

building & 
knowledge 

management

(6) 

Performance & 
benefit 

measurements

(8) Finance
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Vision for the action plan:  

The Action Plan should result in Kenyan decision-makers identifying nationally appropriate priorities 

for low carbon and climate resilient development which are integrated into government 

systems, planning and budgeting.  

Results so far:  

• Climate change is rising up political agenda led by the Ministry of Environment and Mineral 

Resources 

• Revised energy needs assessment for Kenya, and strengthened evidence of the size of the 

opportunity for geothermal as key part of future low carbon energy mix, plus opportunity to 

export to wider East Africa 

• National climate finance mechanism has been approved at official level in Ministry of Finance and 

will now be put to the Minister for approval.   

• Increased capacity the Government  on climate change has led to greater interest and credibility 

of the process across Government, specifically in the Ministry of Planning, where the PS is now 

championing the process of integrating climate change into the upcoming Medium Term Plan for 

2013-2017 

• The Action Plan in Kenya is gaining an increasingly high profile internationally for its approach and 

ambition, which is in turn leading to increased donor interest and engagement with Kenya for 

implementation 
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Kenya film – interview with Stephen 
King’uyu, Climate Change Secretariat 
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Developing Tools 
AMCOW Framework for Water Security and Climate Resilient 
Development 
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Developing Tools 
AMCOW Framework for Water Security and Climate Resilient 
Development 
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Integrating Tools  
Water and Climate Development Programme 
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Lessons learnt 
• Leadership is critical: the mandate to act should be given at the highest level 

• Trigger for action is often financial: external economic shocks, economic studies 

on GDP impacts, establishment of business case to act 

• Cross ministerial coordination is key to an integrated response  

• Government cannot do this alone: stakeholder involvement is vital, including 

civil society, private sector, academia 

• Tools should not be developed in isolation: need to ensure they are embedded 

into existing Government owned processes 

• Capacity enhancement needs to be built into all activities, at all levels of society 

• Action is needed at all levels: Government should provide the overarching 

enabling framework, but sectoral and district level action is vital to demonstrate 

results 

• Global momentum for CCD is growing but the UNFCCC is a slow process: Africa 

has the solutions and should drive its own action in line with its own 

development priories. Act now.  
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