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B
efore lunch time on the second
day the group heard from
Professor Andre Pelser of the

University of Free State in South
Africa who gave a thought leading to
the presentation on building resis-
tance to climate change. He used a
case study in the Golden Gate
Highlands National Park, South
Africa, run by the LEAD-PED
Nexus, to demonstrate that effective
environmental programs will increa-
se human development and cultivate
environmental awareness. 
The second guest was Dr. Eliya Zulu
of AFIDEP, who presented on
demography.  Zulu argued that
governments in Africa should not
enforce family planning strategies,
but should make them available to
the 40% of women on the continent
who desire it but who do not have
access.  He stated that the use of
contraceptives would cause a decline
in population growth, which would
in turn allow for economic develop-
ment.  
Session 6 ended with a bang. In one

of the most highly anticipated talks
of these years Pan African Session,
Dr. Jessie Kabwila, a well known
feminist and Senior Lecturer at
Chancellor College,University of
Malawi, gave a charged lecture on
gender in climate change.  From the
hallway you could hear cheers and a
quiet hubbub throughout her pre-
sentation; Dr. Kabwila was not
afraid to bring up controversial
topics. She emphasized that when
discussing gender in climate change,
we have to define the terms not bio-
logically speaking, but rather in
terms of people of a certain descrip-
tion. She spokes on issues of inequa-
lity in a largely patrilineal society.  In
regards to ignoring issues of prostitu-
tion in Malawi or placing blame on
women, Dr. Kabwila urged on the
"recognition of what's going on,
instead of sanitizing our communi-
ties."Men and women alike stood up
in ovation and cheered for Kabwila
as she left the stage.

Kelly Sharp, LEAD Staff, Malawi

Population and Climate Change, obvious links 
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Dr. Jessie Kabwila giving a charged lecture on gender in climate change

W
ith the fastest population
growth in the world -
more than 2% - and

among the youngest in the
world, how can Sub-Saharan
Africa (SSA) mitigate the com-
plex issue of climate change and
find its path to sustainable deve-
lopment in a context of poverty?
How can African women make a
difference in this endeavor?
These questions were harshly
debated at the second session on
12 November 2012, after a pre-
sentation by Clive Mutunga,
Senior Researcher at Population
Action International (USA).
According to him, women,
because they bear the heaviest
burden of population growth
impact, should be at the center
of decision making processes
and policies. 

Mamadou F. Sarr, C17/Senegal

Flash Back
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G
ender and climate change issue
is one of the important topics
highlighting this 2012 PAS. In

fact, during the Day 1 of the Session,
Clive Mutunga, based his keynote
address on it just after the Opening
Ceremony. Then, case studies sho-
wed their particular interest. It is
moreover for it that Dr Jessie
Kabwila is attentively listened to by
the participants when she approa-
ched it during the session on
“Population, reproductive health,
gender and climate change.”
However, the dedicated moment to
debate on the link between gender
and climate change is the panel of
discussion coordinated by Maureen
Akintayo, Regional Programme
Director, LEAD AWA. At the time,
three panelists with both a lot of
experiences, participated during the
discussion. Howard Kasiya,
Coordinator for Adolescent Girls
Advocacy Network,and Seodi White,
Women and Law in Southern Africa
Research and Educational Trust
National Coordinator.  Also present
was Innocent Hauya and he repre-
sented the Principal Secretary for the
Ministry of Gender.
Based on his organization's experien-
ces, Kasiya presented an overview of
teenagers’ conditions, illustrated by
examples and identifies major chal-
lenges: forced marriage, HIV/AIDS
and abortion. He said that in such a
context, climate change contributes
to aggravate girls' vulnerability and

then this of households. So, he
concluded that education is the best
way to face challenge such as climate
change.
White explainedthat education is her
preferential domain. She indicated
that without education, it is difficult
to reduce climate change effects on
women. In consideration to her
experiences in Malawi and
Mozambique, she said that someti-
mes, law is not enough to invert a
trend. Education is important and it
is able, by the time, to facilitate
laws'enacting.
The level of interaction between par-
ticipants and panelists was high. In
The Gambia, Malawi, Chad,
Senegal, contexts look to be similar,
it participates to bring intensity in
debates. The contribution Dr Jessie
Kabwila's intervention is remarkable.
Even Hauya, who joined the Panel
later boosts the discussions on public

politics aspects. Finally, only the time
management issue and Maureen
Akintayo's diligency permit to end
such a rich Panel Discussion.

Yamingué Bétinbaye, C12/Chad

LAFP Director and LEAD SEA Programme Officer visiting Daily Express stand

She or He says
“Education is the most
powerful weapon which
you can use to change the
world”.

Nelson Mandela

Gender and Climate Change on the table
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CORRIGENDUM

In yesterday’s edition of LEAD
Pan-African Session Daily Express,
we refered to Hon. Mrs. Catherine
Gotani Hara as the Minister of
Lands. However, Hon. Mrs. Hara
is the Minister responsible for
Environmental Affairs and
Climate Management. We regret
the error.

Editor


